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To trasshase meins masy things, amcag them: To droulare, Lo transpore,
0 disscmisae, 1o cxplain, 00 sadic (moee) a0ossitic. By loerary randatios
wu moan, wu ooukd mean, the trasshanion of the small percentage of peblished
books actually worth reading that is to sy, worth rereading. | shall ange thara
proper cotrdderation of the 2t of Brorary trarshition s cwentzilly & chaim fioe the
vadue of liseraneee inell. Bevond the clious nood foe e trasshanoe’s Dakations
In creating sock for lreramere s a small, prostigous mmpocresport business,
bevoesd the mndiprersabie roe that trandaton hes s the cosstreaction of
liseratuee & 2 competitive sport, plaved boeh rathonally and serraiomaly (with
rvaloies, ooares and lucrasnve prizes) - beyond the mercmoke and the agonenc
andd lodic ncenves for domn g mraredanon hes an obder, frankly cvangedkal
inccative, mose Sloalr 3o avow in these self comsciously impios lime.

T witee 1 cadl e evangdical incontive, Bhe purpose of trasshatica is 0o
nlange the readendiip of a book deemad 0 be importme. [t assumes that
scoeme bookes arg dscorai by boerer than other books, that lirerany ment exises
in a paramidal shage, aad it b isperagive e the woeks nedr the 50p 00 booome
anvailable o s many 4 possibie, which mcess 0o be widely transkined | and
froquenthy necranslanod as is feasble, Cloarty. such a view of booratere assemes
thar a rough conserears can be reachod on which works are esantial. It does
0ot ertdil thisking the Oorventeus - o canon - & Sxod S all drme and canmt be
medified

At the wop of the pyramid are the books roganded as sorpoure: indlsponsable
Of csential esoterie Kaow lodee which, Iy defmitice, imvioes trasshation.
(Frotably the most lirguistcaly infucnil mrassbations luve been traned atioss of
the Bbla S Jerome, Luther. Tyadake, the Authortood Viersion !, Translanion is
then first of all makong bettor known whar desarves t be botoer knosn - bocanse
s mpeoving, docponing, cxaling, bociuse it i an indisposcabic kpacy Som
the pust, sacved ar other. [ 2 moee secular register, trasshation wies ko thoeg e
o bong a bonetit oo the trandanor: transksting wars 2 viaduablo coggneive - and
athical - workout

I the era when itis proposed that compatess - “rasshatisg machines” - will
soon be aske o porfoess sont traned ating tasks, whar we cal lireran cransdaion
perpetuanes the tracdimonal smse of what trassbanion antals. The new view &
dhat trarsharion is the tedisg of cquivalons, or, 0o vary the metapbor, chat 2
eeared atios b2 peobiom, for which solutions can be devised. In contrad, the old
underssanding = that trandanon s the making of chokoes not dmply betwom
the stark dichotomies of good and had, corroct and incomect, but amoag a mone
ooeples dispersion of alematives, sech @ good” vesses Dette™ sad "betne”
versds hest” a0t 10 montios such impare alenmatives s ol ashooad” verses
“trendy,” “vulgar” versas “prenmnious,” and “abbeevimod” vorsus “wondy *

Traseskaiog, which & hore seen 48 an aceiviey of choosing i the kuge ser,
Wi 4 profesion of indhidoals who were Bhe Dearors of 2 cortin iowand culuee.
To trandane thoughefally. panssakingly, ingeroousdy, repectfully, is 2 messure of
the transhwor’s foaky o the ereerprise of lncracuee iolf

Choices thar might be Shoughr of s ssercly Bnguistic always imply ctical
stanchinds s well, which hes ssdade the activiny of erandating itk the velick:
of such vadues as integrity, resporsiteliny, Hddity, baldnes and humibey. The
cthical undorseanding of the sk of the reassdamr ociginased in the awarmes
thar trarsharioe is basicaly as mnpossdse Lok, if what s meant is tat the
transdator s ahlo m take up the ne of an authoe writton in one beguage, and
delver & mtace, without Woss, imo another language. Obwioushy, thes is noe
what i boing strossod by those who await impationtdy the supersesdon of the
dilommmees of the rrarskamos by the cquivaloncings of betrer, more ingenioos
traned aning machines. Litorary trasskanion is a branch of kteransne - amything but
a mechamcal task

g wiar sedies trasshation so comgies as sndenstanding bs & repaonds
D Vet of gims, There are dessads which anise from the nanure of locrature
s o foem of commumnicanion. There s che mandane, wieh a work reganded
s cssereal, 0o make 1t knomm oo the widess possible smdienos. Thore is the
difficuley of pasdng fross cos Lunguage to asother, asd of the istrardgenoe
of cormain o, Foe there 1s something inborene in the work quine oursde the
Imenmons or awarenoss of its aachor, which emenges as the cyde of transhmons
Degins - 2 qualiey thar, for want of 2 betier wond, we have Do cal eraedacabeliny.

This nest of comples quastions i oftos redooad 1o the pereanial detune
amoag traned amors - the debane about Rooralness - thar danes hack ar least 0
anciens Rome, whn Groek Snoranine was rrandarod mm Lasn, and cononoes
L cercise traredatoes in cvery country (aesd with sespoct oo which there are 2
variety of natioea] eraditions and bz, The cldes theme of the disousson
of raredanions is the ol of aocuracy and ideley. Surcly there must have boen
traned amors i ohe anciont workd whose standand was strice boeral Bidebey (and
dams cophom !, 2 position defendad wieh deelng obstiracy by VieSme
Navokow in bis Engledisg of Eugose Onegin. How dse o cxpluin the bold
indssenoe of St Jorome himsel (3314200 the first inrclloorual (as far as | know)
from the aacient wordd oo reflect extersivdy on the ted of ransdatios, that the
inevieabie resolt of aiing 4r 2 faithial reprodaction of the suthocs woeds and
irmenges s the sortor of meaning and of graoe?

“Thes i from the peoface Jerome wroos o his tramsbation ino Latin of
the Chensicle of B (He pandaoad & in y8e2, whike he wis Bving n
Conantginopie in ondor o ke paet o the Coundl - six years befuse be seathod
in Bethlchom, oo impeove his knomdedge of Flebrow, and almos a docade before

My scase of what Focranure can be, iy reverence for the priatioe of Bieeamure
2 vocation, and oy idcatification of the vocation of the writer with the eserdise
of froodom — all these are moomorivable withourt the books | read n cranslason
from an carty age. Lincrasare was suontal sravel: eraved inm the pest and 10 oeher
Countrics. And liseramaee wiss criticien of onc’s oun reality, i the lght of 2
beter stsesdand. A writer is firse of 2l 2 reader, 1t & Soem reading thar 1 derive
the stamdands by which | measure my own work, and acccedng o which 1 &l
Famcaraly shoet., I s focen ecading, even befoee writiag, that [ becume part
ol iy — the e iy of lieeragere — which inchades moee dead
than living writers. Reading, and having standards. are thea rddanoss wieh the
past and with what is other, Reading and having standands for dnorature are
indspessahly i sa viow, sehations with liroranure i transkgion

atg cxporicace (aciuall, 2 realing dowd cxporience),
& being given a peettily iBuseranod edision of (ks
akospoare when | was eight, my reading of Lamb and then
ays prockmed by four years my actually soang Shakespeare on
Sl adapration. And besales Shabicqpeare, reookd or soraight.
Wi Winede the Poob and The Saoret Gardes, Guliver's Travdds and the
‘eoaos ($rs Jane Exre. thon Wuthenng Haghes . The Clotstor and the Heardh
and Dickons, Stevereson (Kadnappod, Treasoee Iskasd, Dy Jekyil and Mr Hyde),
andd Obscsir Wikde's The Hagpry Prince . Of course, there were Amenican books
o, sach as the tabos of Poe and Licde Women and the novds of Jack London
and Ramona. Buox in thar dstant, still nefloxnvely gersoel. culturally Anglophile
ora, it seemod perfectly ol that ssoed of the books | read dhoeld come fross
scencwhere che, somen here older: Saraway, theilling cvonic Fogland.
Whan che “somoewhere clse” grow laeger, when my reading (abways
in English, of comrse) came o inchede books - Dumas, Hugo and othors
~ that bl st odgisally been written in Englih, when [ mosvad on o woeld
liscranuee, the transion wis dmost mmperoeptibie. | knew | was now reading
“Soevign " writers. Bur it didat coour o me oo ponder over the modiason thar
brought thesw ever mone seesome books 10 me. (Question: Who & the groanss
Russdan wrirer of the nisctocath ccaury? Answer: Cosstance Garncer) Had |
recognezad am awkwand sermenoe in 2 novel | waes reading by Masn or Baleac
or Tobstoy, = would noe have eccumed m me oo wonder # the sereonor road
awkon andly in the oogginal Genmas of Fronch or Russias, of 1o suspect that the
senmence mght luove boon Dadly” rasshised. To my voung, Bogisning reader’s
mndd, there was no sech thing as 2 bad transbanion, There were caly raredations
— whnch decodod books to which | would acherwise not have had accoss. As far
s | was coscorsad, the ooiginad reax and the erandation were 4s onc
The very fiest cene | raieod 1o sl the peodiem of 4 pooe teandatios was
when | starred gong m the opera, m Chicagn, whon [ was sytoon. There [ held
in rmry hamds for the first ome an on face randanon — the original linguage oo
thhe et by ks time T had soene Fronch and Trdian) and the Faglish os the right
- and [ wis stunsod aad sostifial by the biean inacceescy of the transkitions
Itwas o be many yoars before 1 undorsiond why the woeds in a libecto cannce
Ise eranedincd Bocrd by ) Opera coccpond, | scver shod mvsell i those carly
vedrs of reuling Broeanure is transkation, whar | ws missisg, Iowas as if 1 fde
itwere my pob, a3 a pessionate reader. 30 so¢ through the fades or bmitanons
of 2 transbytion — as one soos throwgeh [or lnoks past] the sorarches on a bad
printof 2 booved obd Him ose b sosng coce ain. Trasshitions wore & Gt for
which I woudd dwans be grandil What — sather, whe — would 1 Be withour
Dioeocvsky and Todssoy and Chebhen?

w the thind of what e
s of the transkae. It
Walnor Bonjarmmn wrone
Cahloaux parisaons. In
i, e is noe obdiged 1 make
In the contrary, his ohlgarion
the have of something

PUTE S conly 2 soemew Tl peonisional way of
ming m . . swieh the feecignness of languages. It
« the highost prars of a trandanon, parncularly
= g of s origing, o sary that it readks as if i bl
srigaally bocn writes i that language. (Teandaod
by Harry Zobin
Y
o crvor of the trasshanos s that he pecwrves
ane in which s own lunguage hapgons o be
ad of aliowing his language m be powerfully
od by the forcign wagee
“*'s rexvon for peek~ring & trasshation thar reveals s foecgnacs
rom v machers It s not hocasse he wishes o promote
avidual bangroaggos, Boramin's thinking s ar
adled agenda 1k 2 merplnsical comsidenation,
< very nanure of lrgneage. accceding o which kguage
damor's exertions
« mpartof Langeage, which is larger than any snghe
odividudl lirerany work is part of Litcramure, which is bager
aire of any sngle beaguege. 10 something e this view — which
. translaonon ar the contre of the liorary escerprise — thar | have ried
twith those remarks
- the nature of locratere s we now wsdenstand it — eighuly, [ believe
circubare, for Everse and noossanly imgure motives. Trasshition is the
asharory system of the world's beeraveres. Linorary traredation, | chink, is
roomisontly d cthicad ek, and ase which mimrons and deplicees the role of
liseranuee iosell wihich is 0o cxnend o syssparhies, 30 edocoe the hoet and
mndd; o oreate imwardeess; m secure and devpend the awaroness owith all its
oorsegomons. thae other poople. people differont from ws, really do cost.
1 am old canugh o have grows up, in the Aunerican Scuthwese, thinking
there wis somscthing called litcramuse i FagBsh, of which Amedican lieeragure
was 2 branch. The wrmer who matmerad mosz o me as a child waes Shakospoare

tive, the
tin Revrations of
wheaota . e, which =

n trandation
o™ wbow in lieratuse
*onc with the
mantof Rroranire
w0 Wdditerane
s recurrent drcass of as
1hd s as oquaks. Litoramire
& am oven groanor robe for
% books. The ghobul spoad
. osne el saove Dok trassiorming
ystom of prodecson and oxchange
vod. gobalizanon beiegs unoven banefies 1o the
< the husnan popakation, and the globalizarion of
o the Mistoey of pegudioss about natiosal identities. cne
st s benguagos - and the litoramure peoduced in them
voomsidored moee imporsane than others, An example, Sercly
o5 The Posthamous Memodics of Beas Cabas and Doss
Jurdo Aseveda's The Sum, throe of the best nowds writien
ke part of the nincoooath contury, woukd be as famous asa lare
oy liserany masterpiece cis sow Be, had they Boom writton sat in
‘eazikans, but i Gormas o Fronch o Russias, Oy English. (It
" verses “small” languages. Braol hardly lacks ishabitanes
sivth most widdy spoken language in the workd. ) | hasten
I hooks e orandnod, exceliontly, isto Faglsh. The
ol Lt mentionad
‘mage of Babdd sugosts thac we live in our differonces,
on wop of one ocker. But common sose tolls us cur
e power, The geograpin of our disposal s
we Boriacecad than verscal (o so it seoms ), with
' oceans. To transke Is o forry, 0o bring acroes
in the iage. A oower T sy Jeveks, and
= stackod oo on o of the other, 1 Babdd
gher foors are the more covesed. Marhe
s of the wpper fooes. the groat rmooms
ugguages and thei linorasy peoducts are
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e beggan the cpochal ek of trandating the Hebeow Biske inm Latin) Of this
carly trasshation focen Cirock, Jerome wrote

It e Jorgz boon ohe practios of searnod men oo

ooorchse ther minds by sendering imo Lanin the

words of Grook writers asd, what & more dificu

0 Crasnskioe pocsns by iBustrioes sathars though

trammched by the furthor requiressonts of verse It

wies thss that our Clooro trasshased whole books of

Fho and becr amusod bl with Nerophon [n

this latmor work the gokdon river of doqooman again

andd agzain mooes with obetados, arcund which irs

waners Becak asd Soam o soch an extont that porsons

ursoguainted with the ocigingd woukl not belove

they were read ingg Clooro's woeds. And no wonder!

It hawx] to follow another writo's knes. [tis an

doddanus cask 0o peescrve Sdiciny and graoe usimpainod

in & tramsskation. A writer hees choses 2 wond that

forcihly exprossad a given thoughe, [ have no wond

of my owm o comvey the meaning: and whike | am

secking 10 sanid the serse | may 502 bong way sound

and accomplish but a small dissancs of oy Joumey

Then we must take inm accownt the ins and cuts of

o os, the varkaine o s, the diversiny

of fgures, and, kel the pocaliarities of the native

idiom of the language. A lireral trarsdanon sounds

absarct, i, howover, | am obliged 1o change ochor the

nnders o the woeds thesssehves, | sduall appeir vo hne

forsakon the duty of a trandanoe. CTrassbosed B WY,

H. Fremante, i8¢a)

Whar is stnbang about ths salfqustfing paesage is Jerome's conoem that

T resiaders undensiand jud how Granting 2 cok literay crandation i 1 ager in
the seemse pecfaoe, he viices 2 kumen thet sesvose who has eried his o ber hand
a traredation will recognine. Az this potnt he s taking abowe the Hichrow Bible,
the so-called OM Testumest, and - saricipatiog his fuguee laboes - the groaes
diffculey (e this we st tabhe Jemee's wond) of trasshariog Bistical Hdbwew
tmo Latin than ineo Groek

Whar can be more grave than Soloman'’s wonds?

Wheat ssore Snided than Jobv . When we read thewe

in Girook they have some measing whon in 1ats

they are wtmery incoherent. Bt if amone chinks

thar the grace of lrguage docs not sullies teough
wraredation, let b senader Homes woed foe wond o
Laon. 1 will go ferther and sy thae, if he will cranedane
this author ineo the prose of hes oun language, the
nnder of the wonds will seem ridicaloss and the sos
doguent of poces alssost dussh. .

Whar is the bost way o deal wieh thes inhorent impossdbility of sransiason?
For Jerome there can be no doubt Bow o proceald, & he cxplains over and over
in the prefaoss he wrote 1o his varioss erandations. In the ewer 1 Passirachius,
writnen in 395 he dedanes that the only proper way m randate s

kocping the seresr but ahening the form by adapdng
boeh the metaphoes and the wonds o sut ost own
Laguage. | have no decnad & nooswary b rendcs
word $or word but | heve repeoduced the general
styke of erphasis

Laner, i che sasse oty - and 0ne st asume Jesme & rephing 1o
Criics, that there were ey crities and cavibers - he dockares defianthy: "A Toerdd
traned aniom from coe languags imo ancther obescures che somaee * [F this makoos the
transd amor 3 oo-author of the book. s be e “he truth 18, Jerome wrioes n his
prefice o Eoscbbies, "thar §huve partdy dischangod che office of @ trarsdasos asd
parch thar of a wrser”

The matrer comld handly be put wich greanor baldness or nelovance 10
conesspoedsy reflections. How G is the transhioe cnponcred Do adape - thae
is, rocreate - Ohe seal i the hasguage inoo which e woek s boing rarslaed?
Ifwond-tyword Sdd ity and lirerary exoclonoe in the sow banguage are
incompesible, how *frac” cam a respossible transkaoe be? 1s it the first sask of
the transkoce 0o cfioe the Mod ganees of 2 teet, and Do recast it acccedding v
the sonms of the new language? There b so serios transkecs who docs s
fret about sach problonss: like dassical baller, liverary transbeion is an aconary
with unrealissc standards, that is, standaschs 50 exacting thar thoy are bousd
oo generite disatisfaction, 4 sonee of rarcly up o the sk, smcag anbitioos
practinness. Dancers dee trainad o strve for the sor catirely chimesical goald of
perfocon exemplary, emordroc cpansvoness. [n a boerary trandanos, thore
can ooy e a suporion, never 4 perfat, porformance. Teandaios, by definition,
dwans cntabs some boess of the odgisad suledasce. Al teand atioss aee soones o
lanor reveadod as imporfoct, and ovenmually, oven in the case of the most exemplary
performances, come m be reganded as prosisional. So.agan ke chesical haller.
liverary erandagion isan at of repormoey. Works docesed major soe regulariy
dosc.

St Joroene was dotng transbytions - fom Hebeow and Som Greek - imo

Lagin. The language inso which he was rarsdating was, and was 0o o for

HEAny Cenfuricy, an mior el liguage | am wriging in the new nlorsationm)
language, ostimanad 10 be the maother songee of more than 350 milkon people,
ancl spolom s 2 scound langwagze by seres of milions of people througho the
wirkd. This Jocosre wis given and is beisg puldishad in Englind, where the
arggueage in which [wrice was bom. | shell eake the sinplonindad view dutwe
are noe dividod by 2 comenon Sangeagr, as the old quip has . And n ary counitry,
we dont call the Banguegge root of i ek " Amorican” (foe sl thar the sl page
of the Fronch traedations of my ook sy "raduin de laserican.” Each da 1
sit down o wrine | marvel ar the ichiness of the thoussad-year-old kangeage
1 ame pervdeged m use. But my pride in English s somewhar atodds with oy
awarences of asother Kisd of linguisic peiviloge: b write i 2 uguage that
everyons, in principle, g oblggal 1o - desines o - undorseasd,

Though scemmggly dentical now with the woekd dommmance of the ookossal
andd unique suparpower of which | am a aozon, the inital ascesdancy o
imermaniosad Brgua feanca of the ongue = which Shakicpearne wrode wis
scenetitiag of 2 fukic. One of the ey moeents wis the adoption i the igos (1
belwve! of English as the imemanonal langeage of avilan aviation, For planes
o arcslan with safery, those who flow them and those who direcrad thor flight
Tead oo Bave 2 lnguage in comenon. Mase powerfully, aad | think, decisvey,
the shiquity of computors - the vehede of mother form of transport: menmal
transport - has reqrai rod a domsinane language. Whike the mstructions on vour
imerfioe are Mol going %0 be in your rative linguage, going cnlne and using
scarch cagrings - that b Groelating istorreationally oo the compater - roguins 2
knoredbodze of English

Engleh has bocome the common language thar snifies linguroo dsp
1084 Rers sdanoon SElfercnt "oflicel g™ (actudly, mosy ssore vemaculs
Bargguages are spokon ), and there is no way thar Ladia, gives s proserne
composinon and diversty, which indudes 180 milion Mushms, & over goieg
o agree wm, say, the pencipal official leguage. Hindi, booormmyg the saconal
barguage. The language it coubd be 2 saionad Bsguage wouk] procisely o
& regtive osc, but the ksgurage of the ooaguenor, of Be colosial ora. Just hocaese
it s alen, foeign, it can booome the unfying banguage of a diverse poople: the
only langusge thar dl Dadians might luve in comemos sot ondy & i s o be,
English

The compumer has only randorood the proominence of English in cur global
Inda Sercly the most moresong lingustic phenomesa of cur era ane. on the
o haad, the Esapperance of moasy ower Bagugres - thul s, languages
spobon by very sl isolarod imposerished poophes - asd the uigec sucoess of
English, which now has a status undibe any oehor language used on the plnet

Engliah & now advincing in cvery part of the workd, theough the dosiresce
of Englidvspoaking media - which mears ssadia in which Eoglish is spolcn
with an Amercan acoent - and the nood for busness poople and sontises w
COMIMIENISITT 11 3 COMMTION LONEUC

W live in & workd that is, in several imporeang repects, bodh ssinad is the
ot buerdl natioeadivess and radicadly postaationa. The trade barriers seay
fall, monoy mary bocome sl nanonal, (ke the dolbar, whikdh s the curmency
inscversd Latin Asscricas countries, and, of oouese, the curo). Bur there s
e istractaddle feature of oue lives which s000s s in the ok boundiaries dhur
advanced capttalism, advancod scamoe and sechaalogy. and advarcad smperial
dominance CAmerican-stike | find =0 encumbenng, The is the face that we speak
so ey different Bamguegres. Honee, the secesdity of an istermationl language.
And, what moee plasibie canddare than Engled?

This ghobalteanion of English has an already perocpebie offect oo the
formunes of Btoranure, that is, of tramsbanion, | sespect thar fower works of feog
liseratuee, cspocially from the Languages fot oo be bes impoeant, arc being
crared anad i Englieh than sy, oventy or thiety yoirs ago. Bt rany mose
books writion n English are bong trandanad mm ford g begueages., Itos noy
oxremely raee for a foroga sovel oo appear om the Now York Times boseselb
L, s they did] ooy, hirey, 18ty years g0, Cddbeagad novds by Kanders !
Garaa Marquee and Lampodusa and Passemak and Grass wuore bostsdbers
in the Unied Ssaves. A lirthe over 2 balfoonoury ago. Thomas Marn's Dioctoe
Fasnus wis fioe 2 e the sumibr one os the bowsdler Bst - inconceivabie
xlay .

It is ofoen taken for granoad chee the am of a trarsdanicon = 0o make the work
“sound” as if it were writom n che beguage oo which it s bang rasslned
Trasedation boing an activity sot caly practised in every ration, bt salject
0 sationd traditoss, there 40 SICUes Pl in some coustries than in
others v cface as mach as possdhiv the evidence of foeeignnes, France has
a particularty strong tracdkoon of tramslarion s adapeation, at the ogpanw ©
stract fidainy 5o the teer, §hase oftos Been vold by oy French palslshers,
potnmied oot lagrant maccuracies in & transktion of osc of sy books Y 3

bt it reads very well in Fronch ™ Whan 1 hear thar my hoak or 5o
tranks vo the pamsbannds divets, now reads very wal in French, | koo
ook e oes seshagad 20000808 10 cxdsting oomentions (wually md
fasnchous ones| of comtemporary French prose, But sinoe my prose in Engdish
Is noe abesans comventional in ies rhyshms o ios doocal chokoes, | can be sere thar
this b 0t b trarsemissed imo Feench Only the sease - and asly 2 part of thar YSS— :’ ),
(Do the serpe socss Do me oonsectod cwontially with whatever is odd abowt { v <S 4
vy prose ) - s bang trarsmmeed v

“The fhest, and still porbegs dfiniohve, critician of the idet - so powerfully
capoanded by Jeroenc - that it i the jobs of the trasshinor oomglendy 00 secast the
wurk o suit the spintof the new language was made by the German Provessare
theologan Fraodrch Schlciermacher (1778 - 18341 in s great esay “On the
DifSeront Moghaods of T ranskaion,” writoo in iy,

I arguiingg thar “recadiog well™ is not the pesmary standied of mesdin
traredanon. Schickermacher doos noe. of course, mean all trarslations boe only
liserany erandations - Chose which anvalve v be calls, appedingdy, “the sacred
seriousncs of language.” As for the rest, he writes

A MADONS APPCAr 10 WIS IN 0w M o 3 greaner
oxoent than they did befoee, the markerplace is
everyw hore dad those arc comernsations of Be
rarkerplaoe, whother they ane sockal or lirerary o
potincal, and really do noe belong in the raredamr’s
domain bue rather o thar of the interpecter
(eranedanod by Andeé Lofevere

For Schilcierssachier, transkaion - which is far moee Chan 4 service to
commero, 9o the marketplios - = a comples necosdty, There is the intinsc
vadue of making knomm, across 2 Inguisse boedor, an esseatcal sest. There is
adeoa vaue in cosnecting with something that s Sifereat from wihat we know,
with foragraess s, Foe Schiciormachor, 2 Storary to is noc jest s amse. [t
Is, fioss of all, the language in which = is wrmen. And s cach person has a coee
idenginy, cach persce s, csantially, caly cnc language:

Jue 2 & proe e decide o bebong o ooc country,
he must adhore 50 cne language, or ho will Soar
without anry beanngs above an wnplaeant mickdo
growed. o right thar cves sow Lagn s bang
Writien among ws s the langusge of offciddon,

o keep alive the consaouwnes thae this was the
scholariy and sacrod mother oage of our ancoses.
T good ther this should 2o fappon in the Sokd of
e cormston Eusopean oonnoamy, 10 imake comsseroe
casden, but i thae caee, oo, = will secovad only
the cxrent that the objoct is cverything foe such a
repeescatation dnd that aac’s own opinion and the
wiary in whech one combines obgoons could count for
vory linte

Substituie Eaglsh foe Lagin in Schlcenmachess caremely sesenval
encoetiim for 2 pancuropean (read: ghotul) language roquinad 1o Bciinee &
pan-European (read: globall conmony, and you will s how St be expects of
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this lirgneage 45 & madivn of subjective, Bhat is, Buorary espression

I the mamser of concrete peactios, Schiciorssacher tlies up the cxux
opposite of horomac’s posdtion, arguing that the transknoe’s primaey duty is o
stay as chose as possdhle to the onginal sest. with the usderstand ing thee the
result will, preckecly, read &5 2 rasslation. To nanuralioe 2 foscige Book is oo o
what b st vl iabie about i the spicit of the langueage, the ssental otbos cutof
which the oot emenzes. Therdore, if a raredation Som, say, Fronch or Ressan
im0 Giermas sousds & i were arigaally writsen is Gomas, the Gormas
speaking reader will he deprived of the Knou ledge of cderacss that comes from
reachng something thar actually doos somnd foeign

'he difforence bereoen Jerome's and Schiciermacher’s posttion = the
difference made by the intorposition of the ides of natiosad dentin e the
frassework aeound wihich Brgu b sopasitones cohieres, Foe Jaome, o
speak another bnguage was noc tm be another kind of person. Jerome hved in
aworkd which was. m ways not enbioe our own, sgnibicantly rarsnational or
imerationsal. Foe Schlcienmacher, o speak another basgueage wis oo boooeme, in
the Socpest soree, mautheasic. e writes:

the mm of srandacng in sech a way s the authoe
woul] have onyginally writom n che baguage of the
rasedation & sot cal cutof seach, bt dleo sull and
void in wsdf, for whoover acknow oadgos the shaping
power of langeage, s it s one with the peculiar
raracter of 4 nation, must concede that every hatman
Deing has aoquirald his ksowladge, 45 wdl s the
possindlity of xprossing it, in and through bngeage,
and thar no one therefore adheres o his language
machuically 26 if he wore strappad i e . . deat o
o0 could casily change & span of hoeses and replace
it with anccher, rathor evervone produces anginal
work in his mother soagee cnly. w0 thas the guestion
ot even be raiad of how he would dave wricken
Tiis woeks in another language.

Schicicrmacher s not, of cosrse, donying thae there is sach a thing st
absikey o speak aed vo write is more than coe ageage. But he s seuming 1
everyone s & "ssother soagee.” and the redation 10 ocher languagess inwhich
one mighe speak, or even write poctry and phiosophiae, would somehow be
noe “oepganc” - 2 fvounte mesaphor of the pertod. s is. oty an ideclog:
positicn: sy poophss have been doogiot, if sot podghor Teady, for examgle,
where cae stight spoak nog osly Tuscan (socalbed Tralias) ag abeo Neapolitan
or Romagnodo o Quacber, wherne educmed people spoak both Fronch and

English 1n the obd Ao Hungarian Emgire, ssoa edocaed people in the
oty ics sow called Anseria, the Caech Repuliic, Romasia aad Hongary spoke
a beast owo, somsctimes throe kngusgges overy day, Cloarty, Schioiermacher's
posdtion s not merdy a desoripene ome. Hes doop agenda has o do with his
notion of raticnhood and poopkeboad. In Schibsormachors view, it is not that
o cansol, bot thar cae shoukd nod deploy two langeages s oquaks 4
gpirome of iInashmocity would be o asseme that ome could ishah
Largguage in the same spiein that ose could cacs owa
Schicierssacher's Quastion costinuess 1o reverbersse. (5
spoak more tham one language? What does mestory of 2
1 have boon wold by Amencan and English friends who
Japan (most wich Fapascse spowees) that the Japasce
suspicion and even & toach of hostiling, 2 fordgnes wii
without making missakes. But probably this pegradice
ConEmoes 10 acoept that the exissenor of Sorogners in |
OF 2 edirmune or a8 adelicrarion of the rationdl ©
& mrore recent cxampile of what i isvohod is ardning o
language - whoch happoss oo be English - grves ws a pgls
soenanio of mauthermaty. | am thinking abour coc i ¢
rrvalti-blico-dolies softwarc isduen now so isspoe
These are the call contres, empboning samy thowsar §
who e tochinecal bl poor sako neservations made
froe mambens Al over the Uniood Staoes). The o ’
English, whao cosspere succesdully for these uh_ ?" "’ (
ansd have complenad the arduous course desgned o o
Inchan scome in Esgleh imany fall |, are bong pakd whar |
For olioe work in Boadia, though of course Bur o than wh
Expeos, GE, Deka Aidines, and dhains of Botes and rests
o pay Amerscans to do the job-reason enough for more and 8
be “ovmsurced " It also sooms o be the case thar the Indens pe
betrer, with fower crrons, witich i not surpeising, sisce virmuall
oolicge degross.
FFrom lange #oces of office buidings in Bangabore or Bom
Db, cdl afoer call s asswerod by vourng Indians seanod is oy
(THI, ohis is Nanoy. How muas 1 Redp vosd), cach aquipped wi
that allows them o summeon with a fow chcks the relovant infi
A roservation, maps to give mformation about the bost b m
forecasts, and soSuth N |
Ny, or Mary Lou, Beony, Sally Jase, Megan, ) )

19
those cheerful voloes had s oo be traned for months, h‘, y

and

whenl
s, ruc
one decs,
v that the
“ the most

JDes

e

o
W

e

Lages, 0 aoguine 2 plercast middie Amorican (noCan educmed Ameriean aooont,
2] o Jesern bndc Amserican shang, infoessal idicens (incuding regioeal ones) and
chemontary mass oeltune reforenoes Crckovison porsonalowes and the plots and
protagraists of the main stooomes, the oo blockbuser n the multiphoc Sosh
Paschal aed bashotball scowes, and 0 on ), o thar if the ead ith the dig § o = ”
in the Unined Seates boocenes proboagad, they will ot giall rad 'y d §
andd have the moams to continue 1o pees for Amercans
To prall this off, they Bave o be plassd by Assoricas so the
Trave boon ssigned Amedean rames sd linde Biographics of their)
idermms; place amd dase of birth, pannt’ cooupatiog
relgoous denominanon (almoes abeass Protoss,
favourite Kind of music, masind seatos, and
they are. Foe ccample, ¥ the dicat is callng from Sav
oporamr mighe say she or he s in Adanta. Losting oo gk
Indha, would gor provesd-Nancy or presend-1 -
reutindy, snd undcoactahly moitead by i = .y
noae of dese youg people has ever left 2o ’ }.',
o bea real Nancy and a real Bil? Almoss !
that they would, Do they want m come tm AmoricBSRes
speak Enghsh all the gene with an Asecricas accent? (O e
Our sdvas about linerature (and., therefoee, about trans)
reactive, In the carly nmetaonth contury, it seomed pro
nariceal litcranures, and the distisctiveness (the spocaal

-

hanguages. The peestige of the mticasziie n e nnciee
by the consaoweness of having produced gres “nancnal”
such as Poland and Hungary, those wero ssually poots. |
Tad & prticukardy lbertarkes mloction in the snalier Eur
cxisting within the confmes of an imporial svstom, which w
the sdenity of nanos-stancs,

Comoorn for the aushonniciny of the Anguisex embodimene
Wik 002 repasse 1o thee new ke Anothor sespornse 10 the i
idenmiey wis Bt of Goothe, Who wis porhugs the Sest o Beoach
ome - the carly ninetoonth contury - when the sdea of sasonal i
most peogressive) the peojoct of Woekd Liseranure (Wdtliseraew
surpuising thar Goethe could dave proposad 4 notion so far ahe
socme loss odd € one shinks of Goothe as nocoaly Napoloon's o
but ax Napoloonee himed f in more than a fow progects and ideas th
by e intciboctual equivadont of e Napaleosic imperisem. His ide
liseratuee socalls Napoboon's ica of & United Seares of Evrope, s
workd” Gooehe meane Evrvpe and the neo-Eurpen counenios, w

s aleeady mvach lirerasy trafic acooss bonderg In Gioothe's perspec
digniny and speciiciny of sationed baguges (i W thedd o e
nationallsm) arc esorely compatible with orkd Inerags
a oo of a world readershep: reading books
Laner is the conuey, imenmatiosadises of Con s [ .
Decame, is powerful cruirics, he more peogresive nogion, thy
liertarian mboction, Progross would be the natural dovelog
froen ™ provincial” oo “national” o iniemationd " A sgzica
fourishod throwgh most of the taontieth conury, Wi
imemanosal partament in which all nation stanes we
would be such an imemanonad system, whch ore
eeared atines, so we oould 2 be reading cach oed
of Englid could even be regaadod 45 2
lverature inm a truly worldeide
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corvain languages occupry whole sect
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after Schlcienmached Lundmark oy os trasshition, ol l
for sae the excrmplary refioctions on the peoject and dur
is the essay annithed “The Tk of the Trandaror” thae §
in 1923 a5 a preface 30 s crandaoon of Banddlne's”
bringing Haodelares French mm Gennan, he idls
Haudehiie sound & i he baad writoes i Gorman, (
is m mainean the soese thae the Gorman reader me
different. He writcse -

Berganid
is quate o forene ¢ bory
the aatonoey and imegrity of 05"
the opposice pale 1o 4t
A bk Sroms s i of iy
itself demands the ra

Every nguagy
language. Every
than Che Brory
would plac
LTy 2
It

-
an
o

Shukespearne 25 4 v
which stareod with m g
Lamb's Tales of Sk
of many of the i -y
the stage o jn N




